
the court created to try him for an offence against the rulea of

grammar >

The gentleman bad accuaed him of a purpose to injure
Gen. Taylor : Mr. C. utterly declaimed it. It was true he
had made no argument in defence of Gen. Taylor, because he
had many and able friends on that floor who hud already
spoken in hia behalf with an eloquence which Mr. C. could
never hope to emulate or equal, and the public had already
passed upon the case and given judgment in hia favor. 80
far from seeking to derogate in the smallest degree from
the well-earned fame of that glorious old aoldier, he had
felt hia heart swell with exultation at the just plaudits hia
merita bad received. There waa no man whom he estimated
higher us a military man or as a gentlemun. But he did not

mean to aee Gen. Scott treated in this way and ait silent.
Why was this court of inquiry ordered upon him _? Worth
bod been found to be in the wrong and Scott in the right, yet
Worth waa liberated and Sc'ott arrested.

Mr. C. did not understand what the gentleman meant about
Presidential candidates, and not wanting Worth as one. The
gentleman seemed to have tho faculty of seeing candidatea for
the Presidency springing up every where. He appeared also

greatly to fear he Western lieserve. Now Mr. C. liked the
name. His own district in North Carolina was called the
Western Reserve, and for his own part he_liked the Whig
voters in the Western Reserve of Ohio, though there were

some things in which he never could agree with his friend
near him, (Mr. Hoot.) The gentleman from Maryland
neeJ not give himself so much uneasiness on behalf of the
Whig parly and the Whig candidate. Anxious and fearful
as the gentleman seemed to be lest the Whigs should not be
able to agree among themselves, he would find that the Whigs
would manage to unite on a candidate. Much as they might
differ on some points, they would all rally when it came to

the point. Meanwhile, for one, he should much like to know
how the gentleman from Maryland $ot along with his Penn¬
sylvania friend and others who went for the Wilmot proviso'

Mr. McLANE. We expect to beat him. [Much laughter.]
I mean, to beat the Wilmot proviso. [Increased merriment.]

Mr. CLINGMAN said he should think that the gentleman's
friend from Pennsylvania was rather hard to beat. He can-

fessed that he liked to see the sturdy independence with which
that gentleman stood up against those who seemed disposed
to browbeat bim. He commended the spirit and determina¬
tion with which he resisted party dictation.

Mr. McLANE saiifcthat he never had maintained that Con¬
gress had the power to interfere with the subject of slavery ;

and, by way of compromise, had proposed that the new terri¬
tory to be acquired should be divided in that respect by a geo¬
graphical line.

Mr. CLINGMAN said that that wan his doctrine ; but the
doctrine of Gen. Cass was utterly at war with what had been
the practice of the Government for seventy years. Mr. C.'s
position was fully sustained by the whole action of the Gov¬
ernment during that time; and he thought that those who
went into extremes on either side, insisting that acquired ter¬

ritory must all be free or all slave territory, were equally
wrong. Mr. C. placed himself on the ground of the consti¬
tution and on the uniform practice of the Government for

sixty or seventy years ; and he ventured to predict that his
friend from the Western Reserve (Mr. Root) and himself would
be found perfectly united in the Presidential struggle that was

at hand- How that union was to be effected he did not un¬

dertake now to tell; but the 'gentleman would find that they
were anited against him and his candidate.

Mr. INGE inquired of tli£ Chair whether this course of re¬

mark was in order ?
Mr. CLINGMAN said he knew it was a sore subject, and

he would not distress gentlemen by continuing it.
Mr. INGE thereupon moved that the House do now ad¬

journ ; and, it being three o'clock, the motion prevailed.
And thereupon the House adjourned.
On the next dsy Mr. INGE spoke at length on the subject

of the causes of the war, the state of parties, &c. The mo¬

tion to reconsider was then laid on the table.

INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL.

HOU8E OF REPRESENTATIVES.tMabch 20, 1848.

On motion of Mr. VINTON the House resolved itself into
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr.
Rockwell, of Massachusetts, in the chair,) and proceeded to

the consideration of the bill making appropriitions for the
current and contingent expenses of the Indian department,
&c. for the year ending June 30, 1849.
The reading of the bill for information having been dis¬

pensed with, it was read by items for amendment.
Mr. SAWYER moved to amend the bill by adding at the

end of the first item the following proviso :

" Provided that no moDey appropriated by the provisions ot
this act shall be applied for the rducation of Indian children,
except for the support of schools within the territory of the
various Indian tribes."

Mr. SAWYER said he felt himself constrained, by a sense

of duty to the Indians, to the country, and to himself, to op¬
pose certain things that had been going on in relation to this
academy for a number of yrais.since 1825.

Mr. VINTON (Mr. S. yielding) suggested that at page six
of the bill would be found an appropriation for the Choctaws,
and that his colleague's amendment would more properly
come in at that t art of the bill.

Mr. 8A WYERcontinued, and referred to House document
on this subject of the session of 1841-42, to show that the
amounts of money appropriated for the education of Indian
children at this Choctaw academy (for there were there the
children of various tribes, although it was called the Choctaw
academy) »ince 1825, had been enormous, and they had gone
into the bands of Col. R. M. Johnson for his special benefit.
It was with some degree of regret that he madet^e statement
and proposed this amendment, for do man held Col. Johnson
in higher estimation than he. He found, on looking into the
report, that about $290 per annum had been paid for every
child taught in that academy. There was a plenty of public
institutions in this country who would be glsd to teach these
children.t > give them every particle of tuition they received
at this Choctaw academy, for $50 5 and he wished to show the
manner in which this tiling had been done.

At the time the treaties were going on with the different
tribes of Indians, the Choctaws particularly, the Department
here insisted on having a portion of their annuities appropri¬
ated to defraying the expenses of a certain numler of children
educated at the Choctaw academy. The Indians time and
.fain refined Cot. Johnaon came on here from time to time
and would insist on having one year'a more appropriation. It
had been granted, notwithstanding an article in the treaty that
no portion of the money should be appropriated to the educa¬
tion of the Choctaw children at the aeademy. Look at the
report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. He was de¬
cidedly opposed to further appropriations for this academy, and
thought the Indians should be educated in their own nation.
Now, if Congress did not prohibit it by law, this same process
would be repeated. Some $10,000, or $15,000, or $20,000
had been expended annually, and had not done the Indians a

dollar's worth of good. It bad been expended.he said it
here in his place.for the benefit of this roan, who had esta-
blisbed the academy, and not for the benefit of the Indiana.
Instead of its l>eing necessary to pay this $289 or $290 per
year for the education of a single Indian child, the War De¬
partment had written proposals before it to take them, clothe,
board, and educate them for $50 a year. But, as long as it
was not expressly prohibited by law, Col. Johnson would
come on here, as he had done this year, and, in open viola¬
tion of treaty stipulations, get this appropriation for his benefit.
Since 1825 the document he held in bis hsnd showed there
had been expended at this single academy $474,000.ilmost
half a million dollars.enough to educate every Indian child
in the United State*. By looking at the list of contingent
expenses it would be seen that each Indian child had to pay a

certain sum tor the use of the academy building. He ven¬

tured to say that Col. Johnson had got paid in this wsy t4n
times over for this building 1 and yet a bill was now before the
Senate msking sn sppiopriation to pay him for the building-
He entered his solemn protest against this kind of proceeding
he cared not whether a personal or political friend was involv-
ad ia it, aa long as be held' a seat on this floor he would ex¬

pose it at all hazar Is. He made the statement from the book
when he asaerted that this gentleman had been coming here
year by year for ihe last two or thiee years.notwithe*anding
there wss a positive prohibition in the treaty, notwithstsnding
the Indisns positively refused to treat with the provision in it
that one of their children should go to that academy.and
receiving his appropriation. And, furthermore, he ventured
to s*y we had paid $ 10,000 more than we needed to have done,
because certain individuals wanted to get this small annuity
for Ool. Johnson's scademy. He spoke from the b tok

Mr. JOHNSON, of Aikansas, here interposed, and, the
floor being yielded, with no little warmth and eome harsh¬
ness, repelled aa false the charge of swindling and villany, if
any such charge had been made, upon Col. Johnson.

Mr. 8AWYER (continuing) said he charged just what
he had stated. He had made no charge of swindling upon
Co|. Johnson. He said there had bren swindling going on,
and he had stated that Col. Johnson came here and made hia
application and hud olitained hia object 1 and that one of these
treaties had cost $10,000 more than it would have coat had
this appropriation been left out. >

Some further conversation psssed between Mr. Sawtbr
and Mr. JotMenn « a'ter which.

Mr. 8 \ WYER, continuing, specifi d the contingent ex¬

penses rhirged for collecting (he Indian children, bringing
them to the academy, hoarding on the way, Ac as those of
which he par'icnlatly complained, although hecomplaintd of
tbe general extrsvagsnce of the appropriationa connected with
the Choctaw academy. He did not (he said) charge the
Colonel with swindling, for probably be had done just what
the gentleman from Arkaoaas and himself would have dime.
got a go.nI bargain ; but, after he bad signed an agreement
with Mr. T. Hartley Crawford, late Commissioner of Indian
Affairs, that he would make no more applicationa, he had
come on here two or three timea since and got .this appro¬
priation

Mr. BOY D, the floor being yielded, explained that, although
be had not examined into this matter particularly, he had un¬

derstood the other dry from the Secretary of War that there

wu a provision in (he late treaty with the Choctaw* providing
that, if the Indiana should ao eleet, (hat school should be con¬
tinued at the While Sulphur Springs, Kentucky ; and under
that provision the Secretary of War had issued hia pro¬
clamation that, in caae the Indians did so elect, the school
should h« ao continued. That he understood was the provi¬
sion of the treaty.

Mr. SAWYER, continuing, said that was the fact? and it
was to this he had juat been referring when be had suid that
one treaty coat $10,000 more than it need to have done had
not this provision been inserted.

Mr. VINTON said thia subject hud been brought under
the investigation of the Committee of Ways and Means. The
Commissioner of Indian AfFairs bad been examined by that
committee. Hia statement, in substance, was that, with
the exception of one tribe, (for there_were several tribes whose
children were placed in that school,) the Indians hud all given
notice that they would take their children home at the end of the
now current year. The number ot scholars in that school, he be¬
lieved the Commiasioner said, was about lifty < and after those
had left who were to be taken at the end of the year, it would
leave only some eight or ten who would remain, arid the
school would probably, therefore, be discontinued, aa there
would not be scholars enough left to justify keeping it up.
That seemed to be the understanding of the Commissioner.
Now, in that state of the case, of course the'tnoney provided
for the Choctaws in this bill would, in conformity with the
treaty, be expended on the Indians.

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, said he believed efforts
had been made for the last four or five years to stop this in¬
stitution. The subject had been for one or two sessions care¬

fully examined, and he believed the .gentleman from Ohio
(Mr. ViKTojr) had given a correct version of the manner in
which the institution was to be closed up. At the last session
of Congress the Committee on Indian Affairs had examined
this matter with some care. Charges that savored somewhat
of severity had then been brought ugainst the management of
the institution < and he regretted very much that his friend
from Ohio, who was generally very correct, should have ol-
lowed himself at this lime to go into a repetition of the charges
which came up then, and were examined by the committee.
As far as they at that time examined the subject, this institu¬
tion had been conducted with perfect propriety, so far as Col.
Johnson was concerned, and the exceptions taken were to the
course of some of its teachers.

But, as this institution would be necessarily closed up, and
as he did not understand that any appropriation was here
made for it, but that it bad heretofore been supported out of
the contingent fund for the education of the Indian children, it
was but just to Col. Johnson and to the Government that he
should briefly recur to its history.

Mr. SAWYER inquired (Mr. Thompson yielding) if he
understood the gentleman from Mississippi to say that 110 ap-
propriation was contained in the bill tor this academy, and if
this had not been the case for years >

Mr. THOMPSON replied that it,had been sustained for
two or three years, and he believed previously, out of the con¬

tingent fund for the purposes of education among the Indians.
The present Commissioner of Indian Affairs, in the report to
which the gentleman hud referred, had expressed his opinion
against the continuance of this academy, but yet bad recom-
mended no such provision of law as proposed by the gentle-
loan from Ohio. None was necessary.

This academy (Mr. T. proceeded to say) had been of im-
mensc service to the Indians. It had been the firs', great
means of introducing education among the Choctaws and
among other tribes. Citizens had been there from all the va¬

rious tribes, who had returned educated men; and he ven¬
tured to assert that, at this time, there was as high a standard
of education in academies contained in the Choctaw nation as

there was in many of the academies in the States. The teach-
era were educated at this Choctaw academy at the Great Cross¬
ings Kentucky. Although it was now believed that the best
sysetn of educating the Indians was to connect with the cul-
tivation of the mind instruction in the various mechunic and
ag-icultural arts, and this by way of manual labor schools
within the Indian territory, yet let justice be given to whom
justice was due. It was perfectly evident that this academy
had been of immense service ; many of the chiefs of the va-

iijus tribes were educated mci and had been educated there ;
aid when we had induced Col. Johnson to ex|>e*d a large
sjm of money in building that academy, to withdraw all sup-
]ort from him suddenly would be unjust. He did not under¬
stand the gentleman from Ohio to charge swindling upon Col.
Johnson. He believed that a careful examination would show
bat there had been no impropriety on his part.
He thought wc had much reason to congratulate ourselves

that we were making so iapid progress in the advancement of
education among the Indian tribes. For the last few years,
by the action of the missionary, aided and assisted by the
benevolent and liberal views of the Department, institutions
had been established among them upon the manual labor sys¬
tem, and hud been the means of introducing among them not

only religion and science, but a knowledge of all the indus¬
trial pursuits of civilised life, and many of the tribes now pre¬
sented a state of improvement far above many of the Stales
of Mexico. Our Indians upon our Western frontiers were

turning out annually men capable of tilling any office.divines
and men of minds capable of distinguishing them upon any
theatre of action.

This Choctaw academy "was the foundation of all this im¬
provement. It had not only given the spring to knowledge
and science, but, by receiving the chiefs of the different tribes,
had led to the formation of acquaintance and friendship, re-

suiting in lasting harmony between them of incalculable va¬

lue. Surely, then, we ought to have some grateful feelings
not only to the man who established but to thoae who had
conducted and maintained this institution.

But now that a disposition was manifested among the In¬
dians to take their children home to l« educated, he concurred
in the policy of it. Let it be done in a liberal way. It would
be done, he had reason to believe, without the adoption of thia
amendment, and he hoped that by this or any other action,
they would not do any thing which could be construed into
an intimation that they were disposed to set at naught, cut
olii or even reproach thoae who had heretofore austained thia
inatitutiqn.

Mr. McKAY said he was in favor of imposing a limitation
upon the expenditure of the money appropriated by this bill
for the purposes of education among the Indian tribes ; but
he would like to have the gentleman from Ohio modify hia
amendment, ao that it ahould not apply cxcluaively to the
Choctaw Academy, but that it ahould provide that no money
hereby appropriaUxl for achool purposes should be expended
elsewhere than within the Indian country. He was decidedly
in favor of the principle of limiting the expenditure of thia ap¬
propriation within the Indian territory.

Mr. SAWYER signified his willingncas to modify hia
amendment in the manner suggested.

Mr. McK.\$ remarked that he had then but a single word
to say in relation to thia propoaition. The gentleman from
Mississippi waa wholly miataken when he said that the means

heretofore expended at thia academy had been taken from
what waa called the contingent fund. This waa not ao.

There waa no such fund except a fund of $10,000 or under.
There was a fund of $10,000 for what were called civilization
purpose*.for the purpoae of civilizing the Indian tribes.a
part of which had been applied to the purposes of education,
but not the whole of it.
The report of the Commiasioner of Indian Affaire (he aaid)

showed that the Cherokeee had appropriated out of their own
funds $26,000, and were now engaged in building a large and
substantial academy ; the Choctaws had five seminaries, and
there were several others acattered throughout the different
trities. By referring to this report of the Commiseioner gen¬
tlemen would find all theae and other facts specifically stated.
He referred to the statement of Mr. Viktow relative to Mr.

Medill's communication to the Committee of Ways and Means,
in which be had conveyed the idea that this Choctaw acade¬
my in Kentucky would close at the end ot the present fiscal
year. Arrangements had been made (he said) with Colonel
Johnson by which the operation of the school, ao far as de¬
pended upon the appropiiation of moneys by Jhe Government,
was to ceaae at the termination of the present fiscal year,
on the lat of July next; but it waa rumored about the streets
that he had succeeded in obtaining a postponement of the ex¬
ecution of this arrangement.how long he (Mr. McK.) had
not learned.

Mr. VINTON inquired if this arrangement had been enter¬
ed into aubsequently to Mr. Medill'a being before the Com¬
mittee of Ways and Meana '

Mr. McKAY replied in the affirmative.
Mr. VIN TON said he had never before heard of it. He

had stated what the Commiseioner of Indian Aflairs (Mr. Me-
dill) had said.

Mr. McKAY (continuing) said he made no imputation
upon the chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means.
It waa true, as the gentleman had aaid, that thia arrange¬
ment had been made, but it had subsequently been altered, as

he understood. Now, he (Mr. McK.) was in favor of carry¬
ing out.of executing this original plan. This was not a

new idea with him. Gentlemen who had been at the head
of the War Department would'bear him witness that for ten
or twelve years he had uniformly appealed to them to recom-
mend to Congress to limit the expenditure of this money.of
these large sums (for it waa upwards of $20,000 annually,
and some years reached $36,000) to be expended for the pur-
poaes of educadon within the limita of the Indian tribe*; and
if thi« policy had been adopted, it would have resulted in in¬
calculable advantage* to the Indiana.
He rejoiced to see this spirit of improvement awakened

among the various tribes. To he aure, tbey were called the

pupils of th4 Government i he would be glad to see them
reach their maj »rity and become independent. He rejoiced
to see the Cherokees, and Choctawa, and even the tribes in
tHe North, every where building up ach«ols and educating not

only th»ir eons, but (heir daughters. The Cnerokees hsd
appropriated out of their own m.rney twenty-five thousand dol-
lara for the purpoeea of education, forbuildmg up schools, Ac.
Let the large sum* of money appropriated by ua, in addition
to their own appropriations, be expended within the limita of
the varioua tribw j let manual labor echoola he established ; let
all the arts, let blackamitha, shoemakers, and artiaana of »ll de-
acriptiona go in among them, and the boys be taught all
tbeae trades | let the farma be cultivated in the neighborhood
of (bene schools, and let them be taught how to use the

plough, and be made familiar with the other operuUon of
agriculture. That was not all. By the expenditure. ol thta
money for purpoaea of education within the inbes, ndian vil¬
lages would be built up, market* would be created, and the
necewity for agricultural labor and productioua would slimu-
late them to the railing of corn and other grain., and fcni.har-
ize the Indiana to the varioua industrial pur.uita of the
whitea. Thus immense advantage, would be conferred upon

'^He made no imputation at all upon the character of thoae
who had been connected with the Choctaw Academy in Ken¬tucky, but these considerations, he aa.d, conv.nced him hat
it was far better that the money should be expended within
the Indian territory ; and a. the Secretary of War had now

the liberty to expend it at Ilia discretion.every dollar of it
within the limiU of the United State, if he plea.ed-he w,.li¬
ed the amendment of the gentleman from Ohio, modified as

ho had aignified hia willingness it should be, to be adopud,
and thus every exFnditure of it without the Indian territory
^ Mr°THGiMPHON, of Miaaiaaippi, differed fiomMr McKit,
in that, while he waa decidedly in favor of the establishment
of achoola within the Indian territories, he thought in many
cases it would be of benefit to those who passed through the
lower stages of instruction there to come into the, States to

spend the last year of their instruction at our schools. He was

willing, then, to vote, for an amendment which should prohibit
any further approbation of this money to establishing or

keeping up schools within the States, but was unwilling
that the restriction should be so extended as to prevent the
appropriation of a part of the money to delray the expenses of
those who were sent into the States to spend the last year ol
their instructions.

. . e .Mr. BOYD (Mr. T. yielding) wished to inquire of the
gentleman from Mississippi, who, from his positionori e

Committee on Indian Affairs for several years, wa. very fami¬
liar with the whole subject, whether any thing bad
in hia investigations going to impcach the honor or the con¬
duct of Col. Johnson connected with this academy
Mr J. THOMPSON entered into some explanations to

show that Col. Johnson was not obnoxious to any censure.
Mr. McKAY said he bad expressly disclaimed any impeach¬

ment of the character of Col. Johnson. He then
to say that he concurred in the policy of expending thU money
in the Indian country, but he suggested an amendment pro¬
viding for that object.

Mr. SAWYEK expressed his willingness to accept such an

""Mr. VINTON hoped the amendment would be withdrawn,
and introduced again when the committee should have gone
through all the provision, of the bill, to which it could

^Mi^BARHINGEK concurred in the propriety of spending
this money in the Indian territories, but the proviso as pro¬
posed, was much too stringent, inasmuch as it would prevent
the President selecting any Indian youths to reccivean educa-
tion in the higher branches than those taught in the schools
located among the tribes. If there were abuses let them be
corrected ; but he hoped nothing would be done to throw ob¬
stacles in the way of the education of these people.
Mr POLLOCK had doubts of the power ol this House to

enter upon such legislation. An amount of money was to be
expended to promote education among the Indian tribes by
certain treaty stipulations. It was placed in the President b

hands for that purpose, and he would like to know how it
could be brought under the control of Congress rea

stipulations were above the action of Congress, how then
could tbev in this case dictate to the President He would
not deprive the President of the right to select young Indmns
for the purpose of sending them to the Slates to be educated.
He believed not only the cause of education, but of the ci i-

lization of the tribes would be promoted by it. Many had
been so educated, and thu. they had been enabled to promote
the interest of those tribes, and he hoped the amendment
would not prevail.

,
1

Mr. CLARKE, of Kentucky, urged the gentleman from
North Carolina to withdraw his amendment, jconversation, in which Mr. McKA\, Mr. J- 1 HO. - - ,

of Mississippi, Mr. SAWYEK, and Mr. CLARKE took part,
the amendments were withdrawn.

,The Clerk then proceeded in the reading of the sections
until he arrived at the item of >3,000 for the payment of an¬

nuities to the Chickasawa in accordance with a stipulation in
the act of 25th February, 1799.

, . _ ....<.!Mr. UIDDINGS called the attention of the Committee ot

Ways and Meana to this item, and expressed a de.ire for in¬

formation in relation to it. He wished to know why thta an¬

nuity was paid at all ?
Mr. McKAY replied that it was an old acquaintance, bat

appropriation had been made ever since the year 17 J9. ne
had not seen the original agreement by virtue of whi

^paid, though he had applied for it.
Mr. GIUDINGS then remarked that it appeared the ,o

mittee of Waya and Means had recommended the payment ol
an annuity without knowing what it was for.

Mr. VINTON said it was |H>rfectly immaterial to himi wha
it was for. The Government had made an agreeroen with
ihi. Indian tribe to pay this annuity ; the law required it to be
paid, and this estimate was in conformity with the act of Con-

which required it to be made. The committee were

°"mr^GlDUlNGS aaid it seemed to him they should know
what obligation, they wereunder to the tribe of Indiana before
they voted thi. appropriation. If we were under obligations
to them let the mon.y be appropriated, if not atriikottout.

Mr. VINTON replied that so long as the law remained in

force it was the duty of the Committee of V\ aye andI Meana o

bring in appropriations in accordance with law.
....

was the dutv of the Committee on Indian Affair, to mqu
into the consideration for which the money waa reqm.^o be
paid, but he did not conceive it to be the duty of the t orn

mittee of Waya and Means to make the examination.
Mr. GIDDINGS had no intention to cast any imputation

ou the Committee of Ways and Means. He move to a ri

^M^McKAV, before the vote waa taken on the motion to
strike out the item, wished to say a word in its defence he

gentleman from Ohio would see that this appropnat on was

Squired by an agreement made some time prior to the year
1799 and the appropriation waa made in pursuance of such1 r^ment, and alio ill purauance of law. Thi. Govern^bad been going on making the appropriation for tha. hfty
years. Eveiy Executive, every Se retary of War,eve^mittee on Indian Affair, had conaidered it a permanent annu¬

ity, made ao by a solemn agreement which waa recognised
their statute books.

Mr. HUDSON also argued that it was a permanent annul y
which the faith of the Government waa pledged «. pay. e

thought the Committee of Waya and Meana couM n°t' r'

should not, be required to go behind the statute. If «t wer«

ao in this case they would be required to do U m .ll cajes.and their duties would become more .rduou. th.n they couW
endure; but he did not ao understand it. If ( 0'""\of Way. and Mean, were to be required to go
statute and inquire into the reasons for their enactment, thy
would have not only to examine every subject that came befo
Congress, but all corrcapoodence, and every communication,
and all the treatiea, andall the laws that related to both our

foreign and domestic relatione from the commencement of thi
Government to the preaent day.

Mr. SIMS moved that the committee rise.

The committee rose accordingly, and reported progress.
WxnfftanaT, M**c* 22, 1848.

On motion of Mr VIN TON, the House reeved it~lf into
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union on the In¬
dian appropriation bill, (Mr. Rockwell, of Masaachusetts, in

the chair )
, , . .The question pending when the committee waa last in ar

sion was on agreeing to the amendment of Mr.
..For education for fifteen yeara, stipulated in the *

tide of the supplement to the treaty of 24th.May, WM,
($1,000 i.aving heretofore been appropriated,) *2,000. ne
amendment was agreed to.

,KaThe reading of the bill was then continued down to the
items under the head M lb the Florida Indian*.

Mr. GIDDINtiS moved to atrike out the firat item under
the head of "The Florida Indiana."

Mr. G. said there w« re some facta to which he wished to
call the attention of the committee, and hence he ma.le his
motion to strike out this item He designed to show that the
treaty under which this appropriation was proposed to be
made, had never been observed It waa of the dare of 1823,
and he repeated that it had never been regarded either by the
Indian, or by ourselves. In order to show the manner in
which we ourselves have discarded it, he would call the atten¬

tion of the House to the treaty itself.
By the third article of the treaty the I nited States Uovern-

mer.t stipulated to take the Seminole Indiana under ita care ami
protection, and defend them againat all peraons whatever j in
return for which the Indians had agreed to do certain thinga on
their part He had looked into this treaty and its fulfilment,
and he now called the attention of the Houae to the fact that
instead of protecting these poor Indiana, we had, on iheeon
trary, suffered them to be robb.d andoutraied with impunity.
He would aend an Executive document of the I at eession of
the 24th Congrese to the Clerk's table, and ask that it might
he read. [It waa read acconfingly ] The paper waa dated
April 2, 1836. It stated that a certain tract of la< d had heen
secured to a certain Indian chief (with a hard name) in 1823.
That in consequence of suspicions which had been excited
again>t him an I hia people as contemplating mischief to the
whiten, he h*l ? lunUrily offated to be (Inarmed, ¦fid .ceord-
insly he and hia peopl* had surrendered th«ir arms, and in
this h Ipless condition had been robbed of all the negroes he
held, and which were there called and considered so mu<h
property. A catalogue of their name* ami respective value
was given, from which it sppeared that their collective value
amounted to $ I ft,000. Some of theae he had held for twen¬
ty yeara ; other, were very young. They were taken forci¬
bly by a vagab md negr«»-*treler named Rohinaon, who hail
run <ff and never b. en apprehended.

Mr. G. said he had made thia motion only for the purpoae
of awaking the attention of the Houae to thia groaa outrage,
which had never heon atoned for. The beta of the case were
certified by the United Siatee Diatrict Attorney for Florida

and by the Judge before whom the case had been brought.
He wished the House aad the country to know how these In¬
dian#, while under the pledged protection of the United States,
had been treated by a net of Florida slave thieves. These
people had spread an alarm through that part of the country
by persuading them that these Indians were plotting mischief
against the whiles. The people thereupon came to them and
charged them with intending to shed their blood. The In¬
diana repelled (he charge with indignation, und promptly of¬
fered to give proof of their friendly feelings and purposes by
voluntarily projKwing to surrender their arms. The offer was
accepted ; the Indians guve up their guns, and when they
were thus in a disarmed and helpless state, those land-pirates
set upon them and robbed them of every slave they had in the
world, and transported them to Georgia, where they were
sold, and wheru they now languished in bondige.

If any language could fitly characterize a proceeding like
this, Mr. G. confessed he could not command it. The chief
who had experienced this return for the demjnstration of his
friendly feelings toward white men was at the time a man of
property, quiet and industrious.the owner of a ferry and a
iarm und of a number of negroes.
Now, this Government hod pledged itself for the protection

of these people. The Indians believed our assurance, rested
secure under the protection of the Government of the United
States, and quietly and voluntarily surrendered up their arms
to our hands, and lust their all in consequence. This chief
had sent up his |ielilion to the House for indemnification : the
memorial had lieen referred, and had been pressed upon the
House for years together j but, while his memorial slept in
this House, the man himself emigrated over the Mississippi,
and there lived in poverty at this day. But, though he had
thus lelt our borders, and gone far from the scene of his for¬
mer prosperity^ he still continued to send an imploring voice
to Congress for red res<j he still continued to make his appeal
to the justice of that House.

Mr. G. could not move and could not vote to give this in¬
jured chief the redress he asked for and claimed, because he
did not believe that one man could own another, and be paid
for him as property. But the House was daily in the habit of
paying white men for slaves lost, and why should they not
measure out equal relief to an Indian > Mr. G. could not
himself vote for a bill giving him the money he asked, be¬
cause, as he said, be was not in the belief that u man could
hold a slave or be paid for him if lost; but while the com'
mitteesof the House were from lime to time reporting in favor
of white claimants in liko cases, he thought, on their own

principles, they ought not to refuse relief to a poor Indian.
These people wero still crying to the Government for stipula¬
ted relief, but the offenders were to this hour " unwliipped of
justice." They had been indicted but could not be convicted.
As a member of the Committee on Indian Affiirs he deemed
it his duty to call the attention of the House to these facts,
and to show up the different ways in which this Government
meted out justice to the helpless and lo the strong.

Before he resumed his seat it was proper that he should no¬
tice the difference between the state of servitude ns it existed
among Indians and among the whites at the South. Among
the former slavery itself was comparative freedom. Slaves to
Indians looked with horror to being slaves to white men. For
this assertion Mr. G. had the evidence of Wiley Thompson,
late our agent among the Seminoles. The slaves belonging
to this Indian chief had been seized and taken from compara¬
tive freedom and sold into all the horrors of slavery in Geor
gia, and there they still were suffered to languish against all
the principles of natural justice, and in violation of the express
stipulations of a solemn treaty.

Mr. G. having thus effected Lis object in bringing this case
to the n itice of the Houce, withdrew the motion he had made
to strike out.

Mr. G. again rose for the purpose of putting a question
to the chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means in
relation to the treaty of 1845. He wanted information. By
the grace and favor of the Speaker lie had been raised to a

place on the Committee on Indian Affiirs ; and, wishing to
discharge his duty as a member of that committee, be applied
to the chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means. That
gentleman and the House must be aware that there had long
existed a quarrel between the Seminole Indians and the Creeks.
The quarrel was one of ane'eut standing, having had its ori¬
gin during the times of the Revolution In 1845 it had been
mutually agreed that the President of the United Slates should
settle these differences. The ol ject of Mr. G.'s inquiry was
to know whether that ancient quarrel had been adjusted by the
President, as proposed '

Mr. VINTON replied that it was not in his piwcrtogive
his colleague any information on that subject. The treaty
with theso Indians requirtd a certain sum ol money to he an¬

nually paid them by the United States, and it therefore be¬
came the duty of the House to- appropriate that sum every
year to carry out the law ; and it was equally the duty of the
President to pay them what by law belonged to them. If
his colleague thought that the money had been paid to the
wron? party, the bill was open to amendment in that lespect.
Mr. V. could not see hmv the question relating to the adjust¬
ment of this quarrel had any hearing on the duty of this House
to appropriate the sum stipulated by law.

Mr. GIDDINOS replied that the United Slates Govern¬
ment occupied the position of guardians to these Indians, and
that it was our duty to carc for them as for so many minors.
We had forced the Seminoles, at the p >int of the bayonet, to
migrate into the country beyond the Mississippi, but their
whole tribe shunned the Creeks with the utmost dread, be¬
cause the Creeks laid claim to the wives and children of the
S< minoles, and were ready to seize them as sUves. Hence
these wretched Seminoles were seeking a residence wherever
they could find it. Some in the forest, some in the midst of
.he Chickstaw nation, and were ready ti go any where pro¬
vided they kept out of the reach of the Creeks.

Certain slaves of the Creeks bad fled from their masters be¬
fore the Revolution, and had intermarried with Seminoles ;

whence the Creeks claimed their descendant* as slaves, and
the United States Government had paid tbem two hundred
and fifty thousand dollars lo get rid of that claim, although
what the Seminoles actually claimed did not amount to more
than half that sum.the Creeks insisting on an allowance for
what would have been their increase when in servitude. The
Seminoles lived in such dread of the Creeks that they dared
not cross the Mississippi, because they would find there a

branch of the Creek nation ; and this wss the true origin of
the Florida war. It was a subject of complaint by the Chero¬
kee* that the Seminoles had come among them fur refuge, and
continoed there ss trespassers. Commissioners had been ap¬
pointed by the United States Government to settle these diffi¬
culties t and as the geutleman from North Carolina, the for¬
mer chairman of the Committee of Ways and Meana, (Mr.
MsKat.) was in strict intimacy and communication with the
President of the United States, he probably knew all about
the whole matter. Mr. G. did not know whether the difficul-
ty bad been reconciled, or whether the Seminoles had been
actually strip|ied of their wives and children. He should he
obliged to the gentleman from North Carolina il be would give
him information on that point.

Mr. VINTON said that he did not understand his colleague
(Mr. Ginmxos) to take the position thst the money appro¬
priated for these Indians was not due to them by law. Now,
the money was equally due to them whether the controversy
alluded to had or had not lieen settled. However that might
be, the House were not in circumstances to decide who were

in the right and who were in the wrong. That was for the
President to decide. Mr. V went on to say that he entirely
agieed with his colleague in believing that our Government
had treated the Indians very harshly, and bad not always kept
its treaties with them as it should have done ; but, even if hia
colleague was able to show thia in the present case, it would
form noreason why we should not pay this annuity. If, indeed,
he could ahow that these Indians refused to comply with the
stipulations of the treaty on their part, that might be a very
good reason for withholding their annuities t but this, if Mr.
V. understood the matter, hia colleague did not pretend, and
he could not therefore see what bis colleague's inquiry had to
do with the appropriation.

Mr. G|DDLNGS relied that he had made no motion to
strike oat the impropriation. He did not ask that the money
should he withheld, but he had simply put forth an inquiry
with a view to ascertain the real facts of the case. Far be it
from him to withhold from them their money. He wished
rather to do them good ; at any rate, he was willing to do
them justiea. Could sny man tell what was the true situation
of this matter * They were going on legislating in the dark,
and no inquiries could extoit any light on the subject. Mr.
G. wss against this mode of legislation. He was not ready to

vote money with his eyes blindfo ded.
Mr. VINTON again pressed his inquiry. If Congress

were hound to pay this annuity, what dtfl' rence did it make
lo them whether these Indiins hsd settled the controversy
among themselves, or whether our Government had treated
them well ht ill. It was the duty of Congress to execute the
Indian treaties, and hence it became the duty of the Commit¬
tee of Ways and Means to report to 'he House the necessiry
appropriationa for tbat purpose. If abuses had been commit¬

ted, or if Government h id been guilty of an omission of its
duty, it belonged certainly rather to the Committee on Indian
Affair* than to the Committee of Ways and Means to inqune
into the facta. He colleague belonged lo that committee,
ami yet he came lo Mr. «V for this information He w >uld
retort the question, and a»k his colleague whether he had dime

j his own duty > He a»ked his colleague whpt was the con-

dilion of Iheaa Indians, and whether they bad made up their
qua-rels >

Mr. OIDUINOX rejoined. When the chairman of the
Committee of Wsys ami Mesns asked his vote for paring a

certain sum of money, he ought to be able to t« II him why
the money waa wanting. When the President called upon
Congress for mono, he fftnrrnlly told Congress what the

money was for But if his colleague wa« nady lo put the
case of these Indians and their annoity uuder the jurisdiction
of Indian alfMrs, that committee would ake g >od care ol them.

Mr. VI.MI'ON replied that estimates were sent into the
House, snd corresponding nems were repor'ed in the Indian
appropriation bilk l«cau-e we hsd treaties wi h those Indian*
in which we agreed to p*y them a certain «um of money.
Those trestiea were the l.tw of the I md, and the Committee
of Ways and Means c'Uld n >t go benind ihem. As chair¬
man ol that committee, Mr V. had eiamined more than an

hundred ol thoaa trea'ies, snd ihete found lhat the bonJofiha

I
Government «u given to pay them certain stipulated sumadf
money. All the information he bad to give hi* colleague i i

relation to the preaent item was to say that our (reaty iequir< 1
». Did hia colleague deny that the money was due > If I b

wauled to know what waa the ataleof the controversy betwe* i»

two Indian tribes, let him, aa a member of the Committee < a

Indian AfUir*, m ike the requisite investigation. Thia ci

tamly was not the duty of the Committee of Ways ai 4
Means, [fit belonged to any body it belonged lo the Indi n
Committee. It waa for this reason that different standi g
committee# had been appointed hy the Hou-e, so that cab
might take its own appropriate share of the public buainei k

»nd each report the bills which belonged 10 lU own depai t-
rner.t. If further legislation was demanded by the state >(
heae tribes, it was for the Indian Committee nnd not for
lnance Committee of the House to report that necessity

prepare the proper bills to meet it. ¦

Some further conversation followed between Mr. THOMP-
.

°' Mississippi, Mr. VINTON, and Mr. McKAT,
relative to the duties of their respective committeea, for wh^
we cannot make room. When this was br»uirht to a d
tnere being no question pending.¦

Mr. HALL, of New Vork, moved to amend the bill hy
adding, after the 2d item under the head of "/he Seneetu of
New York," the following :

JJ
thZ?Lr!fU"di"*t<?!!,e Su.n?ua* a,,(1 the tribea united iith
fidlv «J.M t annuitleior money* which were wrong-

V ,!"°.rn t,,em hy a former «ub-agent of the Uiited
States appointed for .aid Indiana, a. stated m the 4th s&ion
rent'and conl'in A" "°l f»«- tlSfiur-
W«l and contingent expend, ot the Indian department aid for

U'.}y .t'puhiUona with the variou. Indian trib I for
the >ear ending June 30th, 1847," approved June'27, 846,
the am.,WAn|? lt,®exlM5n*e» of aieertaining as near as m y be
Ue amount thereof the sum of$40,000, or so much then lu
mu) be necessary for such purposes, and the 8-creU y of

mi«in
y directed to ascertain, from the report of the om-

in hii .7r app0l"te'1 U",,L',: Mi'» ^ciior, and all other n cans

wiibiw and,"?. tVv a day as ^,t»
wiujiield and the interest thereon from the day when it si Duld

amMTZ Va,Ul,0Ver lV 8111,1 In<Jla'"' «o cauee such an Sunt
the i° pa"110 S-"J Indian» in ",e wnie mannei that

%xzz:£.jzr',n"cd for

So.,and explanations p^J between Ml m,.

m" h 1' VIN fON; after which. T
' upon a .«fgestion made by Mr. McKkv

withdiew his amendment, under the expectation that it wduld
be made in the Senate, (where was the Conimisslml?. re-

H°mHe°r thUl " 8h°UW ^ made ,he subJect of a bl11 in the

hv%TH?IPf*> of Mississippi, moved to amend the bin
by adding after the item under the head of " Tkt Chicka¬
saw," the following:

^

"For the use of the heirs of Hotb-la-cba and his wife He-
becca James, Chickasaw Indians, who were entitled to reser¬
vations ot land under the Chickasaw treaty of 1834, and which
were sold and the money paid into the hand* of the Chickaiaw

Kooo!" pUrWi*Dce 01 '"",1 treat.v »u<1 »«ver accounted for,

After an explanation by Mr. THOMPSON, the amend-
ment was agreed to.

Mr. McKA V moved to add the following section to the bill :

"Sec. 2. And be it further enacted. That no part at the
money appropriated by tins act for the purposes of education
shall be expended tor any such object ekewhere than in the Li¬
lian country : Pranided, That ibis shall not apply to en, rf
the aforesaid appropriations the expenditure of which are bv
treaty stipulations, under the direction of the President of the
United States or ol the respective Indian tribes "

After an explanation by Mr. McKAV, the committee rose
and reported progress,
And the House adjourned.

THE DEAD IN MEXICO.

HOlSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.Mined 20, 1848.

Mr. SAW } ER, by leave, introduced a bill, of which pre¬
vious notice wan given, to provide for bringing home to the
Lmted States the remains of the d. ceased officers and soldier*
ot our country who were killed in battle, or who died in Mex¬
ico during tin- present war. The bill is as follows :

Whereas, by a recent treaty ofpeace agree.! upon between
this country and Mexico by ihe L'nited States Senate, it is
among other things stipulated ai.d agreed that the United States
are to vacate all the territory south of the Kio Grande: and
whereM many of our gallant officers and soldiers (volunteer,
an 1 regulars) in the hour ot danger rushed to the thickest of

rv's^i ri,tr,,,iVa"d f°Ug,,t "nd ,cU in defe'l<* ^ their coun-

W) t righti and honor :

*bt'r7* the voice of humanity, ever alive to human
* Jnd ercr .el|f« in commemorating the deeds otour
country s defenders, makes a solemn appeal to us as represen¬
tatives ot that people lor whom fhey ottered up Uitir lives to

";e,cueJ ,r,)", their present inhos.iitable
gravts ami suitably honored with Christian burial, so that their

foXlTT-^ l>r'Trl b> ,hw ""K thev ao aoUy
land and country

* ' a'C,r dU" »o their own

iH^iT" ** " e'MCtetJ. Vc- That the Presid of
he United Sutea be and he is hereby authorized and required
t« al»l»ol»t some suitable persoos, not exceeding three to nro-

^ to Mexico so soon »,e .tu.ll .leem
the remains ol tl»e deceased officersi and soldier* of the Am. ri-

.o,ne .?pr°pri»«e »pot within the

W 1 Tl ^ LeHllln. interred >.. a maimer corameaaarate
ith their high deaei ts as Antcrican patriot^ and in a wav

appropriate 10 the nation.
}

i r- f further enacted. That the sum offiftv thoatami

lev in'ih! T i "rne '. |lereby .fProlH"'"ted, out of any n»o-

JTn V ?.i re,*ur7,not otherwise appropriated, to carir into
full effect the provisions of this act.

^ ER said be did not think it n<>reasary to refer
this bill to any standing committee of the House j hot he
thought it should go directly to the Committee of the Whole
on the state of the Union, and that it should he made the spe-
cial order for some particular day.say the 4th of July Beit.

I bis wa« a subject (he proceeded to remark) in which he
felt a deep interest, and be thought, if it was understood by
the House, tbeie would be but little objection to tbe proposi¬

ti! i7i!nCf he.m*de- He Prol»°*d by this bill to appropriate
».W,000 for the purpose specified ; and he hsd ascertained by
calculation satisfactory to himself that this sum would be em-
ply sufficient. It wat known that the remains of moet of our
officers and many of our soldiers who had fallen in Mexico,
and who had wealthy form's, had been brought home atpri-
vate expense 4 and in Ohio and several othrr Statee appropria¬
tions hsd been made out of the public funds tbe treasure of
the people, to bring home tbe remains of their deceMed fcl-
ow-cititens who bad surrendered up their lives in fighting the
battlcs of tbeir country. Now, Congress werr spending Bone?
every day for purposes no more laudable.
The bill explained upon its face (he saw!) the objects which

he had in view. In the first place, as he had remarked,
most of our officers had been brought home and interred,
some of them at the public expense of the States ia which
they resided ; others at tbe expense of indindusls; but there
were hundreds of poor soldiers who hs.l died fighting the bet-

2? w
«>«ntry, and lo protect that flag under which Ihey

fell. We bad surrendered by the treaty a large portion of the
territory we bad conquered, or had given it back to the Mexi-
csris, and he desired that tbia small pittance should be be-
¦towed for the purpoee of bringing home the balance ot oar

soldiers, *n that they might repose beneath the fold* end un-

< er the stars and stripes of our own flag, which would be a

guaranty to protect their dust from desecration. He had ae

little confidence in the Mexican character as to feel no sarety
but as soon aa our army was withdrawn from that ternlory,
the bones of our brave soldiers would be dug up and soU to

the lampblack maker, if they pleased
W bat protection should we provide for them ' Were they

not wiMthy of the honors contemplsicd in this bill f Let us
send a veaeel and gather up the mouldering dust, tbe naked
bones of as many as waspowible. We c >uld not get them all.
Bui let us show our good dtspwilion lo do so 1 let the notions
of the world know that we do it and pay lor it from the pub
lie parse Let their mortal remaina be brought home to Ame¬
rican soil, to he protected by the flag under which they fought
and died. Where would we find a common grave f..» them ?
He would suegest that an appropriate one might be selected
el or near the battle fie'd of New Orleans, and there they be
interred with the bodies, of those brave men who in f.*mer
years fell under (sen Jackson, defen ling their e»un'ry against
the outrage* of Oreat Britain. If a convenient one coolil not
n« found there, let ihem be taken to the banks of the fftrnt
sippi, near the residence of (Jen. Taylor, under whose com¬

mand they died. That hra«e old soldier, be would warrant,
would give a suitable place for Iheii interment, where paasera
oy up and down the Mississippi river should look on their last

ruling pU^, or thry might be taken to Boeton, lo Bunker'.
Mill, to tbia Federal city, or lo his own district to Fmt De¬
fence, where the bones and dust of many bravo men lav, and
there erect a suitable monument to commemorate their deeds
of greatness and valor.
He had made these suggestions in order to call tbe atten¬

tion of tbe Hou»e to the proposition. Let tho*e gentlemen
who were dis^.^l vote sgain.t it It would take probably
fifty thousand dollars to carry out the objects of the Kill
what was ih it ' It had cost probably iwICe as mu h to hur^
one individual.the dialmguisbed statesman who had recently
died in this hall That was all right. It was due to his eha^
rector, a. a tribute ol respect to that great man. The appro¬
priation he proposed was no less due to those men who had
fought and di.d in Mexico in defence of the rights and honor
of their country. He hoped the motion he bed ma.le would
be sustained.

Mr. HANK ELI. said the proposition of the gentleman from
hio sirii. k Mm very singular'y. h might spm.g from the

purest and best m lives, and he should trf son, to intimate
that the m .lives which had influenced him in bringing it in
were other Ihsn those of a humane and gene**,, character
But the prop.*ition waa an str .i.g*, so impracticable, so sin
gular, that it mined to him it must have had ife origin in no

other motive than that of a desire to mske soma political ca

p-tal or influence some portion id the relativee of the fallen
*>ldier*, end ihet the gentlemen was n rt aninated by those
lofty and disinterested motives which the hill on lis lace would
seem to indicate. Now, he (Mr H ) waa offneed to any
hing in the shepe of humbug^ery, come from wherever it

might, (ram this fide or frcra the other aide of the Hoaae ;
tod, regarding thin aa having its origin peculiarly in auch a
spirit, be ihould oppose it.
What could we do with these remains ? How could we

get them together > How could they be distinguished after
we did get them together ? They were a heap of undistin¬
guished dust, sleeping in a mass of undistinguished graves.
They slept every where, all over the country ; and not only
that, they were buried in the blue depths of the ocean, and bad
rolled down the turbiJ waters of the Kio Grande to the bosom
of the Gulf They slept in the chapairal, or were piled into
graves by dozens at a time, all over the country, utul they
could never be distinguished. Better far do a more charitable
thing than this bringing back the undistinguished bodies of the
dead, if the gentleman wanted to do real service to humani¬
ty { if he wanted to-benefit any body ; if he wished to bind up
the broken heart, or pour consolation into the bosoms of the
bereaved friends, let this money be devoted, in the shape of
pensions, to the relief of the widows and orphans of those who
bad fallen. If the purposes of philanthropy were to,be sub¬
served ; if the objects of the gratitude of the countryStoere to
be advanced ; if any thing practicable was to be done, let them
divert the money to a channel where it could be made useful,
and where it could be practically appropriated.

Upon the battle-fields of Mexico our own dead slept, indis¬
criminately mixed with the dead of the enemy; and how
would we know but we were bringing back the dead bodiesof
the enemy, to bedew them with the tears of the nation ? How
would we know but the bodies of some of the deadliest foe-
men who, in the Hecret chaparral, had thrown the lasso around
the necks of some unwary soldier, would be placed here be¬
neath a mausoleum and watered with the tears of a nation's
gratitude > The proposition was ridiculous, absurd. He
yielded to no man in devotion to the patriotism and the noble
feelings that carried our brave soldiers to the field of battle.
He respected the memory of those who bad fallen ; he hon¬
ored those who lived. They were his fellow-comrades, bound
to him by the remembrance of common dangers, by all the
ties that bound friend to friend. The boys with whom he had
been brought up and educated ; with whom be hod gone oat
io the battle ; whom he had commanded ; those dearest to his
bosom slept there in one heap of undistinguished dust neat
that of those who slew them. Willing as be was that their
remains should be brought back when they could be by private
means, and where seasonable measures had been taken to se¬
cure and identify them, he was utterly opposed to this foolish
and useless expenditure.

Mr. HARALSON remarked that all proper honor and re¬

spect was due to the remains of those who had died in a for¬
eign land beneath the flag of the United States. Such was

hia feeling. But it was unnecessary for him, at this time,
further to state his opinion as to the pcoper course to be taken.
He had risen for the purpose of staling to the House that this
subject had been under the consideration of the Committee on
Military Affuirs, and that they bad directed the gentleman
from South Carolina (Mr. Bust) to make a report to this
House, in the shape of a resolution or resolutions. What its
precise nature would lie he was not able to state ; but it was
sufficient for him to state that tbe subject was considered at
the last meeting of the committee, aod a report would sooa
be made to the House.

It would not be amiss, therefore, if this proposition, identi¬
fied in some degree with the mililary operations of the coun¬

try in their consequences, should be referred to the Committee
on Military Affairs. That committee would soon make their
report, and they would go aa far as practicable to remove the
remains to our own shores of those who had gallantly fell in
a foreign land. In no spirit of hostility to the object proposed
to be attained by the gentleman from Ohio, as far as it was
practicable, but with a view to a more close and minjite ex¬
amination as to how far it was practicable to carry out tbe pro¬
visions of this bill, he would move, if it would take prece¬
dence of the othei motion, to refer the bill to tbe Committee on
Military Affairs.
The SPEAKER said that, under ordinary circumstances, '

the motion to refer to the Committee of the Whole on tbe
state of tbe Union would have precedence over the motion of
the gentleman from Georgia. But, as this bill involved an

appropriation, and must go to the Commi'tee of the Whole
on the state of the Union, the Chair would first put the mo¬
tion to refer to the Committee on Military Affairs; and, if
that should not prevail, it would go to the Committee of the
Whole on the state of tbe Union without a vote.

Mr. 8A WYER said he had no objection that the House
should make what disposition it pleased of the bill. He was

charged by the honorable gentleman from Tennessee (Mr.
Haskf.ll) with offering this bill as a humbug. It might per¬
haps be a humbug in the gentleman's estimation. But be
assured the gentleman, and every member of this House, that
he had introduced it for no such purpose, but with tbe best of
motives. He did not understand tbe gentleman as charging
him with doing it with the intention of humbugging, but that
the gentleman himself considered it a humbug. He (Mr. 8.)
considered it not a humbug. He moved it with honest and
genuine motives, and he was willing at any time to cast his
vote for it, and to stand upon it before bis constituents. He
had no objection, if the House saw fit, to its going to a com¬

mittee, if it were not to be smothered there. He wished tbe
House to dispose of it ss they pleased.
Tbe question being .aken, the bill was referred to the Com-

I mittee on Military Affairs.

NEW YORK CORRESPONDENCE.

New York, March 18, 1848.
Startling and important news have we to-day from Europe,

which will reach you by telegraph far ahead of my letter. A
revolution in France is an important event among the nations
of the earth, and must be felt like the heavy shock of an earth¬
quake through all Europe. It is said to be tbe natural ten¬

dency of power to be "etea'ing from the many to tbe few.**
But that power, like the electric fluid, when too much accu¬

mulated, has a tendency to an explosion which in some mea¬
sure restores the equilibrium. The struggle which many have
prophesied would succeed the decease of Louis PsiLirrc has
commenced in his lifetime. It is hardly probable the struggle
will terminate ull the greater part of Europe hat taken some

importsnt step in the progress of government. The many are

grasping sgsm for a portion of that power which has so long;
been stealing from them, and to a large extent they will doubt-
lees obtain it. In the summary and undigested accounts which
have.reached us to-day, it would seem that tbe popular voice
at Pari* was calling Umdly for a republic on the model of the
United Mutes. It is useless at this moment, however, to
speculate on tbe probable course of events in France or other
parts of Europe. They will reach us in rapid succession .by
the numerous steamers that now almost bridge the Atlantic,
and "we shall see what we shall see." Louis Philippe, it
seems, had gone to England, and, according to sjme account's
intended to come to' tbe United States. If his property in
France should be confiscated, be may Mill come to New Y ork
and reside in his own house, and not be a very poor man; for
it is said he has considerable amount of funds inverted in real
estate in this city, and owns several of our fine blocks of build¬
ings. Probably he has funds also invested in other parts of
the country. Being reputed one of the wesltbieet, if not the
wealthiest man in the woild, and possessing great sagacity and
practical habits, it is fair to presume that he bas large posses¬
sions, and investments in different parts of the world, out of
tbe reach of any cssuslties of hi* own < .overnment.

If he comes here, however, he will hardly recognise the
New York of his boyhood. He will look in vain for the small
but almost bottomless pond of water called the " collect,"
where he used when a young man to skate with tbe boys of
New York, though be may find one of those boys yet alive,
who can tKiast of pulling his msjesty out of the water when
he had broken through the ice and was in danger of drowning,
If be looks for t ie site of that pool of water now, be will find
binwrlf in tbe heart of a mighty city, standing by tbe side of
an immense prison of heavy Egyptian architecture, and in
the midst of a population, if not quite as numerous, at^least
as vigorous arid bustling as thst of his own Paris.

But, to return to the affairs of Europe, it eppesrs that we
must look forward to years of agitation, violent commotion,
revolution, and very probably fierce end bloody war. Tbeee
troublesome times for Europe will be critical times for our own
country ; and, being myself one of the pssseogers in our own

good ship of state, I claim the right of a pa-senger m hold
council with fellow-passengers upon matters touching tbe
safety and welfare of all of us. We sre to determine in a

very few months who are to be selected to take the lead and
direction of the affairs of the nation in these critical timee
ahead. Let us be s< I fifth enough to look to our own safety,
and piece the destinies of the country in tbe bands of those
who are worthy of our ent re confidence. Let ua throw aaide
mere partisan feeling and all minor differences, and uniie upon
our hr»t mm, men ef tbe greatest ability, wisdom, and ex¬

perience. Any ship's crew, in a stormy time, and .« a dan¬
gerous coast, would have wisdom enough to desire tbe beet
and ablest commander. If at such a time they had to seleet
their commsmler, their own safety and welfare would imps
them, regardless of any bickerings they might have in tbe (».
castle, to call for a man who umler«tooJ every rape in tbe
ship, who knew the whole chart like a book, and had tbe
ability, the calmness, and the skill to veer and tack tbe ship
wiih rafety, blow high or blow low.

Diurriutxci or the Cholera ix Russia..A letter
from St. Pelersburgh, of the 7th February, statee that the ebo-
lera had disappeared from the province* of Penes, Woroneech,
Toula, and Tsurkla, and from Chereon and tbe neighbor¬
hood. In the provinces of Nenij Norogornd, Koursk, and
Kiew the malady had not made any fresh progress j whilst in
those of Podoiia, Volhynia, and Minsk it had become more

interne.
The editor of the Washington " Unkn" still speaks aa if

be believes tbe presence of Santa Anna in Mexico to have been
a decid<d advantage to tbe United Statee. la thh> intended bytbe government organ to prepare tbe public mml tor tbe pun-ieament of Gen. Sco t for letting the one-legged Mexican tmt
of tbe country *.Luui*vilk Journal.


